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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH NEEDS CRITICAL TO OUR FUTURE

A special two-day symposium just concluded in Canberra has been told that the state of the environment will play an increasingly important role in the health of all Australians over the next several decades.

The Environmental Health Symposium held at Canberra's Rydges Lakeside Hotel brought together a range of experts in the field of Environmental Health, particularly with an interest in the workforce, education and research side of the issue.

Speakers discussed the importance of a broad and experienced workforce to enforce appropriate environmental health standards, without which the health of all Australians is jeopardised.  

Head of the National Centre for Disease Control, Professor John Mathews, told the symposium that it is essential to improve the quality and capacity of the workforce dedicated to environmental health management if future health challenges are to be met.

"Environmental health has become one of the key issues facing the health and well-being of Australians today," Prof Mathews said.

"However, it has only been in the past one or two decades that the inter-relationship between environment and health has really come to the fore, recognising the impacts of industrial growth, increased technology and population growth on the food and water we consume.

"To meet the growing challenges of the future, we must broaden the experience base of those working in the field of environmental health through both increased funding and research capacity.

"This would ensure a well-trained workforce is prepared for the growing environmental problems and issues that will doubtless arise in years to come," Prof Mathews said.

Chair of the National enHealth Council, Professor Christine Ewan, told the symposium that environmental health is now the cornerstone of public health and as such must be uppermost in the minds of governments and other sectors such as environment and industry.

"To address the many issues now impacting on human health, Environmental Health practitioners across all jurisdictions and sectors must work together," Prof Ewan said.

"The launch by the Federal Government in October last year of the National Environmental Health Strategy represents a huge step forward on this issue and provides an important 

framework for bringing together the wide variety of stakeholders that encompass Environmental Health.

"However, we cannot just rely on such strategies to solve the many problems associated with enHealth - it will take a much greater effort to meet the challenges ahead.

"Symposiums like the one just held in Canberra will doubtless help map the way ahead for dealing with a whole range of problems in the years ahead, largely because of the ideas generated to improve and enhance the enHealth workforce.

"It is that workforce, be it Environmental Health officers through to policy and enHealth educators, that will ensure our preparedness for the problems of the future," Prof Ewan said.

A report detailing the outcomes and resolutions of the two-day symposium is currently being drafted - the results of which will be used in the implementation of the National Environmental Health Strategy.

Media contact: John Noble, Dept of Health & Aged Care, 0413 890 241  
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